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The  Priory, 

St*  Mar.y  Street, 
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% 

Sej)  te.mb  er ; 1943  # 

To  the  Chairman  and  i/i,embers  of  the 
Bridgwater  Aural  District  Council 

• 

Gentlomen,’.. 

■ ■ 

on  the  health 

I beg  to  present  my  first-  Annual  Report 
of  the  aural  District#' 

accordance  .with  instructions  received 
froivi  the  xiainistry  of  Health  most  statistics  and  many  other 
items  have  been  v/itheld,  and  this  report  carinot  therefore 
a urue  indication  of  much  of-  the  work  undertaken# 

■ Infectious  PisfiaRfig.  • 

, . ■ The  following  table  shows  the  cases  notiflad 

during  the  year:- 


. _ Acute  Poliomyelitis.  - • 1 

• ’ Oerebro-spinul  i-ieningitis  4 ■ • • ' • 

Diphtheria  7 

Enteric  fever  (including  1 

Paratyphoid) 

Erysipelas.  v ..  2 ' 

keasies,  157  ■'  ■ J 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  0 " ' ' ' • * '• 

Pneuunonia.  ■ 3 

, Puerpual  pyrexia  - 0 ’ 

Scarlet,  fever  . ” • '38  ' 

'Whooping  cough.  123, 

, ' keasles  was  prevalent  in  the  early  month# 

Of  tne  year;  157  cases  were  notified  with  two  deathe#  Whooi:>ine 
oough  was  widespread  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  but 
. only  reached  .epidemic  proportions  in’  a few  villages#.  ' 

Tuberculosis. 

. ^ There. were  30 'cases  of  respiratory  and  6 cases 

of  _non-respiratory  tubergulosii  notified  during  the  year, 

, . These  numoer S’-are  practically  the  same  as 

the  previous  year,  and  the  absence-of  any  rise  in  the  second 
complete  year  of  war-time  conditio'ns  is  very 'sat  isfactory. 

. . Scabies . ........  

in  .most  part's  of  the  country  the  number 
of  cases  of  scabies  was  high,.:  but  accurate  f igures  can  not  "be 
given  as  tne  disease  is  not  notifiable#  ' - ‘-.m  ' 

_ ■ ■ ^ treatment.,  centre  was  opened  in  Bridgwater 

in  June,  and  during  tne  last  six  months  of  the  year  the  number;.  . 
was^lSO^  ‘-^nral  District  who  obtained  treatment  these 


Although  compared  with  pre-war  years  when 

(1) 


scabies  was  almost  non-existent  in  Somerset,  the  figures 
availaole  snow  that  the  incidence  has  been'  fairly  high 
I ao  not  tiiink  that  any  undue  alarm'  need  be  shown  as  far 
as  tne  Sridgwater  dural  District  is  concerned? 

. The  s-trictest  vigilance  is 'being  maintainedi  and 
there  IS ^good  co-operation  between  the  private  doctors  ^ 
health  visitors,  district  nurses  and  school  teachers*  * 

, , ^^^hl  area  ia  more  advantageously  -n laced  than  thp 

more  densely  populated  towns  as  the  comparative  isolation  ' 
Of  many  of  thfe  oases  tends  to  restfiot  sprea^of  tL  contagion. 

Diuht  her ia  Immuni sa  t i on  . 

Diphtheria  immunisation  has  been  carried’  out 
throughout  the  year*  _ There  are  many  difficultie^?n  working 

area,  but  these  have  been  to  a great^ 

a vast  nuLe^° 

June  SL?:  completed  iottunisat lon®up  ?o 

chdJS  if^scLol  Children  and  .79f.  of 


V,  regular  samples  taken  from  the  Council's  sun-crTi  pc 

have  with  one  or  two  exceptions  been  given  excel! Pnt  ® 

Housing. 

No  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  dnr-i ■no'  •fv>« 
year  hut  action  has  been  taken  in  a. few  oales  ol  ove^c^c^dLg. 

Emergency  Work.  ‘ 

directly  orinli^eot irwito^mnf probl^mr^T^*^^  oonoerned 

The  Evacuation  Scheme,  the  medial  aspIoL  ff  thn=®r°^dSJ’"^®- 
Schemes,  Emergenc-y'' Water  SuppliL  Shelte 

details  in  coSnechon  witn^cal  invasion  jLmittees“thf'??" 
af.yangement s ; for  Oivilian  War  Deaths  etc. 

details  of^'ms'^ork?  interest  to  report  on'the''" 


.^tlv^tties^^during^the  year?^  is  only  an  outline  of  the  Departments 
which  are'  unavoidably^def erred^dur Public  Health  probiems 

oi  tLie  TfAzr^it 

d^Teful  planning  of  sucn  schemed  on^tSrwfdLt'poL'IbirbaLsf 

place  on  re^Srd^a  tribute  to^'my^'predeoesLr^DrWilberf'^ 

Thompson,  Who  held  the  office  oAed^oirSffioer  oflef??^^..-' 

Act  Of  1907  Which  inaugurated  the  presentlc^iolfeSca^rL^vioe  . 


tiiG  iviti "t cj?n i 0 y tind.  Oiiild.  li/Glfo.z’G  -r  j.  • 

Insuranpe  Acts,  the  foundatioi  of  , ■‘'^tional  Health 

1919,  and  tne  passing ‘of  « 

few  Of  tne  stepping  ftonerof  Public  ^ 

traversed  during  his'  period  of  office^ 


In  conclusion , , i 
of  tne  Fjblic  Health  Ooun.ittee 
^r,  liaile  and  his  assistant  for 
heads  of  other  Departments  for 
year. 


thank  the  members 
lor  their  generous  support. 

help,  andthe 

nil  their  assistance  during  the 


I am,  iir.  Chairman, mrs  Trott  and 

V , , Grentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

O.H. pa INGLE. 
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AHiWxiL  a£:poaT  of  the 

CHIEF  SAHITArtY  INSPECTOd 'FOa  1941.  • 


lir^-sGhGi:-i..a.n,i.irs  Trott  and  Gentlemen,  ■ 


I beg'  to  submit  my  Annual  deport  for  tbe  year 
ending  3 .st  December,  1941,. 


This  report  is  of  necessity  -very  much  abbrevia’t^a. 
and  shou-d  oe  considered  as  only  a .summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year,.  ‘ ^ ; 


Oomrilain.,s  and  Huisances. 


The  nui.iber  of  complaints  investigated  during  the 
year  was  134  an  increase  of  9 on.  the  previous' year.  In  many  cases 
nuisances  were  abated  as  the  result  of  informal  action  but  bt^v^s 
found  necessary  to  serve  36  abatement  notices  an  increase  of  'S'* 
on  1940,  This  increase  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts  which  were 
made  dur  ng  the  year  to  abate,  nuisances  caused  by  the  discharge 
ofi.'.house  and  farm  drainage  into  a rhynife'-at  Horthm  or  Green,  . . 

Of  the  nuisances  found  ?4  were  abated  during  the 
year  although  considerable ; difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting 
work  carried  out  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials'" 
and  the  shortage  of  labour  * In  many  eases  it  was  necessary -to  . 
extend  t)  3 time  limit  set  out  -in  abatement  notices,'  in,  odder  to:  , 
give  owners  'of  property  the  fullest  opportunity  of  complying,  with 
the  notii.es.  ’ ■ . ' . 


{iousin^-. 

Increasing  difficulty  was  also  found  in  getting: 
housing  repairs  carried  out,  but  4 houses  were  completely  r.Sr^ 
conditioned  during  the  year  and  a number  of  minor  repairs  were 
carried  out..  3 Demolition  Orders  were  served  during  the  year 
and  3 houses  were  demolished.  , 

A number  of  enquiries;  were  made  in  regard  to  • • 
alleged  contraventions  of  tlie  Rent  (Restrictions)  Act  and  in 
several  cases  it  was  possible  to  get  rents  reduced  by  informal 
action.  . . - 


T’ne  posit  ion' with  regard  to  overcrowding  improved, 
'slightly  during  the  year  and- only,  a fev/  new  cases  o’f  overcrewding 
were  reported’,  ..  . 


General  Sanitation. 


The  following  improvements  were 
generally  as  the  result  of  informal  action'i- 


W.u'3.  18. 

Bat 'ns.  4- 

31  k3.  ' ,-  9 

D?:.i-iage  systems,  ^.6 

Oo^.ncctions  to  sewer.  9 

Ea: ta  Closets , . 3 

La\-atory  basins.  ..-3 

Ur:  nils.  . ' • 3. 

. jChcmical  closets, 1 


carried  cut , . . 

*.  ...  • 


'-’  A number  of  other  minor  Improvements  v;ere  also 

carried  cut. 


j»eat  dud  Food.  ' _ , . • .•  r 

« • 

Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  maintain 
the  regular  inspection  of  meat  at  butchers  shops  and  303  visits 
■w^ere  made  for  tnis  purpose, 

ft  i'-  ■■ 


(1) 


-P  also  t^e  practice,  to  .inspect  the  aeat  of  animals 

killed  for  nome  consumption  under  licences" 3 sd  by  the  Food 
v/ontrol  Coiiiiiiit tee  and  in  view  of  the  ■berbentaR'e  of  anirais 
to  be  diseased  this  practice  has  been^found  tfbe  jSsti^ildf 


I give  oelow  details  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year 


te^Rts. 


Pigs 


.yi  ^ » 


I car case. and  organs) 
1 cwt.v  681bB  of -beef. 


< •• 


27  heads  and  tongues,  '-a-v; 

10  mesenteries _ and  intestines. 

/*•  ■ 10  plucks,' 

r - 8 lbs  of  perk,  ' ''  ^ . 

kilk' and  Dairies.  : m ..  •...  .t  '.*■  , • •/.’ 

-ZTR  T^^e_nuu.ber  of  inspections  carried  out;duri-ng  the  year' 

^as  ^5  and  -It  IS  regret-table  to  have-  to  report -a  deterioration 
' standard  of  cleanliness  which  is  no  doubt  due  to  shortage 

•of.  labour,  the  difficulty  of  v/orking-  u'nder  blac'^out  conditionR^ 

' Ohd  to  tne  efforts  Of  farriers  to  iSrdasl'fpod  proLc??oh! 

l94T'W-,t77l  regists::  afthe  S'nd  of'' 

including  144  producer  retailers. -"The  number 
producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  was  13  and  -here  were  also 

II  number  Of  retail  p^reelors 

• of  graded  milk  was  contir.ued  during  thp 
taken  Tuberouiin  Tested  a'nd  Accf edited  milk  beii^ 

^ p samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  testl-hg  for  the -presanoa 
Of  Tubercle  bacilli  a'nd  3 samples  were  found  to  give  nositive 

citron'  netion^was  taken  in'-these  oases  by  the  County 

r • ^ f . 

18  new  registrations  were*  gra'nted  Hnr^-'^e  the  vear  tr-  ’ 
_^for  Wholesale  purveyors  and  3 .for  wholesale  and  feLu'^S^eyLs. 

■’  VlvrV”'  ^ efforts  made  to  get  improved  cOndi" ions  at 
farms  curing  the  year  produced  the  following  results;- 

New  k^owshed  floors  a'nd  improved  dra i'na  =^8 . . 3 .-••'!•'■!  •' ••.i.u 

Improved  lighting  a'nd  ventilat'ion  2 

New  cowsheds.-  ' ......  - * 

New  dairy, -f  , ' . n • .;  j;,..--  ..  ^ ' '•' 

|nfe  ctious  Diseases,.  0 

50  disinfections- were  carried  out  durj-^g  the  year, 
fftvil  Defe'nce,  u;.-.-  -' 

A co'nsiderab le  j-amount  of  time  waS'  sper^  durine-  thp  vpat  rvn 
various  emergeip'^y  work,. 'such  as  War  Damage 

Billeting  .Shelter  and  Feeding  Centres.Fo^  Decontiaination  and 

, inad:,i^ta’^S\^S detail 

I am,  Mr,  Ghairma'n  Mrs  Trott 

& Ge'nt^lemenjc-^' 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

.■  F,A.  MILE,.- 

Chief  Sanitary  'Inispeotor, 


